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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

Grain  Saving  Full  Steam  Ahead 


RADIO  SERVICE 


November  J,  19^7 


The  "big  question  with  the  State  .people  in  here  this  week  for  "the.  25th 
Annual  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference  was:    How  will  plans  for  aid  to  Europe 
affect  the  outlook  for  farn  products?  '  -. 

Secretary  Anderson  said  that  "The  success  of  American  foreign  policy 
today  rests  in  a  large  measure  on  the  shoulders  of  farm  people."    And  he 
added  that  "If  the  Marshall  Plan  for  European  rehabilitation  is  put  into 
effect  this  situation  will  continue  for  at  least  four  more  years . " 

■   A  EAE  report  discussed  during  the  conference  indicated  that... on  the 
"basis  of  feeding  so  far.  .  .farmers  would;  likely  feed  only  250  million  "bushels 
of  wheat  this  year,  rather  than  the  350  million  expected  at  the  time  the 
Cabinet  committee  reported  to  the  President  more  than  a  month  ago.  That 
would  leave  us  about  100  million  bushels  better-  off  than  expected.    But  the 
Secretary  threw  in  antidote  for  any  let-down  in  the  grain-saving  drive.  He 
pointed  out  that  it  appears  that  "grain  available  to  Western  Europe  would 
fall  some  200  million  bushels  short  of  enough  to  maintain  the  low  rations 
of  the  past  year.     Our-  conservation  drive  is  aimed  at  saving  100  million 
bushels  of  additional  grain, .. enough  to  fill  half  that  gap.    If  wo  reach 
that  target  it  will  only  bring  our  exports  to  last  year's  level.  That 
would  still  leave  Europe  with  less  grain  than  last  year. certainly  a  grim 
prospect. "  .  •  .       ..  . 

And  other  Department  officials  pointed' out  that  we  need  every  bushel 
of  wheat  we  can  get  to  relieve  hunger  in  Europe. 

They  added,  too,  that  three-fourths  of  the  feeding  season  is-  still 
ahead.    Any  let-down  in  grain  saving  could  quickly  wipe  out  the  gains. 

Moreover,  they  see  prospects  of  a  carry-over  of  only  'about  150  million 
bushels  of  wheat,  against  the  ideal  250  million.    And  with  uncertainties 
about  next  year's  wheat  crop,  and  world  conditions,  they  say  we  need  to  build 
back  our  carry-over ...  just  in  case. 


So,  the  grain-saving  drive  is  going  ahead  full  steam. 
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Save  Feed  For  Breeding  Stock 

During  the  Outlook  Conference  here  this  week,  there  was  considerable 
talk  pointing  to  the  need  to  save  feed,  especially  grain  feed. 

Many  farmers  and  stockmen  are  cutting  heavily  into  "breeding  herds  and 
flocks.    For  the  third  year  in  a  row,  cattle  are  "being  slaughtered  faster 
than  they're  "being  replaced.  .  .with  prospects  of  another  year  or  so  "before 
replacements  match  slaughter.     Sheepmen  have  cut  "breeding  flocks  from  the  all- 
time  peak  in  '42  to  the  all-time  low  in  January  of  this  year... with  flocks 
still  shrinking.    In  '48,  the  pig  crop  will  drop  to  about  80  million  head, 
compared  with  around  85-86  million  the  past  four  years  # 

Some  farmers  and  stockmen  are  selling  good  "breeding  animals  "because 
they  want  to  cash  in  on  the  present  high  prices.    They  figure  they'll  "buy 
"back  foundation  stock  from  their  neighbors  later  on.     The  only  trouble  is, 
their  neighbors  are  selling  with  the  sane  idea... and  they  won't  be  able  to 
restock  as  readily  as  they  think.     In  addition  to  the  individual  stockman's 
loss,  liquidating  breeding  stocks  may  mean  short  meat  supplies  and  high 
prices  later  on. 

Other  stockmen  are  selling  breeding  stock  because  they're  short  of 
feed.  " 

Whatever  the  reasons,  livestock  authorities  urge  farmers  to  hold  on 
to  breeding  animals  with  good  proved  records  behind  them. 

Farmers  can  save  those  breeding  animals ...  and  still  save  grain.  They 
can  rely  more  on  grass  and  other  forage,  and  skimp  along  on  grain.    They  can 
save  some  grain,  protein  and  rich  vitamin  feeds  for  the  breeding  animals 
during  the  gestation  period. 

You  might  check  with  local  Extension  people  and  stockmen  about  what's 
happening  to  breeding  herds  in  your  locality,  and  how  to  stretch  feed  to 
hold  good  foundation  stock. 

Mcst  States  have  pretty  voll-dovcloped  plans-  for  stretching  livestock 
feed  under  local  conditions. 


ACP  Plans  for  '48 

Thinking  is  now  crystallizing  as  to  the  type  of  agricultural  conser- 
vation program  to  be  carried  on  in  19^8. . .in  light  of  the  reduced  authori- 
zation of  about  $150  million  for  farmer  payments .    This  is  about  half  of 
the  amount  for  '^7. 

The  second  week  in  December,  State  PMA.  Chairmen,  and  Federal  PMA  men 
will  meet  in  Colorado  Springs.    Among  other  things,  the  men  at  this  meeting 
wi±l  talk  about  conservation  practices  to  be  authorized  for  next  year.  From 
the  advance  discussions,  it  appears  that  States  will  take  considerably  more 
initiative  than  ever  before  in  arriving  at  a  list  of  authorized  practices. 
The  trend  seems  to  be  in  the  direction  of  definitely  long-time  conservation 
practices.,  .with  elimination  from  the  program  of  practices  that  have  been 
generally  accepted  by  farmers  as  good  farming,  and  that  will  be  continued 
without  stimulus  of  payments . 
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Remember  the  Maine --Forest  Fire 

The  disastrous  Maine  forest  fires  (wiping  out  the  homes  and  all  the  "be- 
longings of  many  "small"  families ,  in  addition  to  the  much -publicized  homes  of 
wealthy  families)  dramatize  the  average  of  200  thousand  other  forest  fires  in 
the  country  each  year... and  their  constant  menace  to  homes ,  forests ,  and 
other  resources . 

Luckily ,  fire -fighting  crews  snuff  out  all  "but  about  2  percent  of  these 
fires  in  the  early  stages .. .bef ore  they  spread  into  conflagrations  like  these 
this  year  in  Maine.  Texas ,  and  Louisiana. 

Forested  areas  in  some  parts  of  the  country.,  especially  in  the  North- 
east and  the  South,  are  still  poorly  protected  against  fires  such  as  those 
"big  ones  in  recent  months.     In  some  cases ,  they  don't  have  adequate  fire- 
fighting  organizations.    And  where  they  do,  the  f ire  -  fighting  organizations 
often  are  trained  in  fighting  grass  and  woods  fires:    what  to  do,  and  not  to 
do,  about  back-fires .  etc. 

Your  local  State,  Extension^  and  USDA  foresters  can  tell  you  where  the 
weak  points... the  danger  spots... are  in  local  forest  fire  prevention  and 
fighting.     They  can  tell  you  what  needs  to  be  done  to  minimize  dangers  like 
those  from  some  of  this  year's  big  fires.    And  they  might  suggest  local 
organizations  interested  in  fire  control  that  you  can  draw  on  for  stories. 

Railroad  Car  Outlook 

This  is  the  outlook  for  the  months  ahead  for  rail  transportation:  Box 
cars  for  grain  probably  continue  tight  throughout  winter. . . refrigerator  cars 
for  fruits  and  vegetables  just  passed  critical  period  in  October,  with 
prospect  of  fairly  easy  situation  rest  of  November  and  December,  but  tight 
again  after  first  of  year.,. and  probably  spot  shortages  of  livestock  cars , 
but  in- general  all  right. 


Cattle  TB  Up  Slightly 

A  November  1  report  from  our  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  shows  that  TB 
among  cattle  has  climbed  back  up  a  little. . .from  the  lowest  point  reached 
of .18  percent  up  to  .2  percent.    A  Jump  of  two -hundredths  of  a  percent  isn't 
much,  of  course.     The  only  trouble  is  that  it  is  a  move  in  the  wrong "direc- 
tion,., it  means'  losing  just  that  much  ground  after  a  30-year  fight  against 
this -disease  of  cattle.., and  humans.     Our  TB  eradication  men  say  that  the 
TB  clean-up  has  been  neglected  somewhat  since  the  start  of  the  war.    With  a 
shortage  of  veterinarians  (during  the  war,  they  went  into  service,  and  more 
recently  have  been  going  into  private  practice  because  of  higher" pay)  some 
of  the  TB  crews  were  shifted  over  to  Bang's  disease  work. 

The  TB  eradicatcrB  still  think  TB  in  cattle  can  be "wiped  out. ' 

You  might  check  with  county  and  State  Extension  people... and  TB  erad- 
ication off ices .. .for  information  on  the  trend  in  TB  in  your  locality. 
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Holps  for  Farm  Forestry  Shows 

With  the  season  close  at  hand  for  work  in  the  woods,  the  now  Farmers'  - 
Bulletin  #1989  ought  to  hit  the  spot  with  those  of  you  who  are  interested 
in  doing  programs  on  farm  woodland  management.    On  getting  out  "Managing 
the  Small  Forest"  the  Department's  Forest  Service,  Soil  Conservation  Service 
and  Extension  Service  teamed  up  to  fill  a  long-felt  need  for  a  non-technical, 
well -illustrated,  easily-read  "booklet  on  the  "simple  rules  of  good  forest 
management"  and  we're  sending  the  publication  along  to  you  at  a  good  time. 

There's  a  wealth  of  dramatic  possibility  in  their  timber- cutting 
activities  and  a  chance  for  RFD's  to  do  a  world  of  good  in  trying  to  in- 
fluence proper  cutting  practices  in  stressing  the  idea  that  farm  woodlands 
should  he  kept  vigorous  and  productive  .    "Managing  the  Small  Forest"  can 
serve  as  a  handy  reference  guide  for  you #    Beyond  that,  you  can  get  all 
kinds  of  help  in  the  farm  forestry  field  through  your  soil  conservation 
district  supervisors,  State  and  extension  foresters,  county  agents  and  mem- 
bers of  SCS  or  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service.    See  enclosure. 


Freight  Eate  Hearings  Coming  Up 

Following  this  week's  hearings  in  Chicago  on  the  general  freight  rate 
increase    hearings  are  scheduled  November  17  in  Montgomery.  Fort  Worth,  and 

Salt  Lake  City. . .Nov.  21  in  Los  Angeles  Nov.  2k  in  Boston. ..and  Nov.  28 

in  Portland. with  a  final  clean-up  hearing  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Dec.  8. 
You  recall,  the  railroads  were  granted  a  10  percent  increase  about  the 
middle  of  October.     They  are  asking  for  a  further  18  percent  increase  in 
the  South  and  West. . .and  28  percent  in  the  East. 


USDA  Official  Travel 

Chicago,    November  18-19  -  0.  E.  Seed,  Chief  .-  Bur.  Dairy  Industry .. -Contact 
at  Chicago  Athletic  Association,  12  South  Michigan  Avenue . 

Amherst,    December  2-3  -  Bushrcd  Allin.  Chairman  Outlook  and  Situation  Board, 
BAE ...  Contact  George  Westcott  at  college. 


Foreign  Visitor 

Dr.  Ro&olfo  Rivera  A.,  Associate-  Director  Institute  Agropecuario 
(Agriculture)  Guatemala:    Fort  Wingatc ,  N.  M.  Indian  Service,  Navajo  Reser- 
vation, Nov.  13-15,  .  .Baton  Rouge,  La  ,  Agrl.  Expt ,  Station.  Nov,  17-21... 
New  Orleans ,  Southern  Regional  Laboratory,  Nov.  21-26.     Good  command  English. 


What  Farming  Changes  Ahead? 

Our  BAE  offers  a  good  guide  to  features  on  farming  changes  ahead  for  your 
region  in  a  short  report  on  "Some  Longer-Term  Considerations  in  the  Outlook 
for  Farming  by  Regions."    Only  about  two  pages  to  each  of  five  regions,  bo 
will  be  quick  reading. 
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Land  Grant  College  Meet 


Educators  and  administrators  from  every  state  in  the  nation,  Puerto 
Rico,  Hawaii  and  Alaska  are  arriving  for  the  6lst  annual  meeting  of  the 
Association  of  Land -Grant  Colleges  and  Universities,    Mere  than  600  dele- 
gates from  53  institutions  have  indicated  attendance,  Eussell  I.  Thackrey, 
executive  secretary  said. 

Directors  of  research  in  agricultural  and  engineering  experiment 
stations  -will  hold  special  meetings'  during  the  convention,  as  will  those 
concerned  with  extension  teaching,  graudate  schools  and  specialized  in- 
struction, in  the  various  colleges  and  universities  of  the  nation. 

AMONG      OUR  S  |VyE  S 

BFD's  at  Chicago,  November  3 0 -December  1 

The  National  Association  of  Eadio  Farm  Diroctors  are  holding  their 
annual  get-together  in  connection  with  the  International  Livestock  Exposition 
in  Chicago.    Their  dates -are  November  30-Doccmber  1.  . ,:  .     .„.;   i  . 

Features  booked  for  the  meeting  include  an  NAB  official. . .A.  D.  Willand, 
Jr.,  as  banquet  speaker. . .a  "Weather  Bureau  representative  taking  the  stand 
for  questions  about  agricultural  weather  service, . .a  televised  farm  show 
staged  by  RFD  Bob  Childs  of  WEGB  (WGY)  Schenectady,  and  miscellaneous  other 
features.    Also,  a  right  smart  of  wining  and  dining,  and  bull-sessioning  • 

PFD  Hal  Totton  of  WGN  in  Chicago  is  again  offering  to  help  get "hotel 
reservations  for  those  who  desire. 

Lerch's  Farm  "World  Series" 

CBS  announced  this  week  that  the  Columbia  Country  Journal  would  return 
to  the  air  December  6,  2:30-3:00  EST,   (Saturday  afternoon).    Don  Lerch  and 
Mary  Burnham  will  be  in  Chicago  for  the  first  show. 

In  addition,  on  November  30,  People's  Platform  on  CBS  will  deal  with 
Government  grain  policy.    And  daily..  .December  1  through  5... Don  will  do 
a  series  of  five  quarter-hour  features  from  Chicago  for  the  CBS  Midwest  loop. 
Time  for  those  features  will  be  4:30  to  k:k^,  CST.     Guests  will  include 
stockmen  and  officials  of  the  International  Livestock  Exposition,  Land  Grant 
Colleges,  k-E  Club  members,  Larry  Haeg  of  WCC0  in  Minneapolis',  ■  Harry  Campbell 
of  WBBM  in  Chicago,  Ted  Mangner  of  KM0X  in  St.  Louis,  and  Mary  Burnham  of 
CBS".    Den  will  end  the  series  with  another  Country  Journal  Saturday,  J 
December  6. 

An  RFD  Promotion  Idoa(?) 

The  Indiana  Historical  Society  and  Agricultural  Extension  Service  have 
a  project  that  might  suggest  a  type  of  promotion  for  some  EFD.     They  are 
recognizing  owners  of  farms  that  have  been  in  the  family  at  least  100  years. 
County  Agents  already  have  listed  706  eligible  farm  owners,  with  prospects  of 
about  1,000.    Stories  about  such  f amilites . . . the  farming  operations  and 
family  traditions  that  have  kept  the  farms  in  the  families ...  should  be  both 
interesting  and  constructive. 
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AMONG      OURSELVES  (cont'd) 

Can  You  Teach  By  Radio? 

These  man2^  years ,  we've  all  said  you  can ' t  teach  "by  radio. 

Well,  Cornell  with  its  dress-making  pro ject , . .and  now  Wisconsin  with 
a  report  on  an  experiment  with  care;  repair,  and  remodeling  of  hats.,, 
say  you  can  teach  "by  radio,.. with  certain  provisos  as  to  publications, 
etc.,  to  supplement  the  "broadcast  itself.    The  report  on  the  Wisconsin 
experiment ...  carried  on  jointly  "by  Wisconsin  and  Federal  Ext ensi on/ . .gives 
percentages  of  women  in  three  groups  who  followed  out  recommended  practices. 
The  group  exposed  only  to  a  radio  talk  and  leaflet  fixed  up  more  hats  than 
those  exposed  to  leader  and  leaflet , .  .or  radio  talk ,  leader,  and  leaflet . 

If  you're  interested  in  the  procedure  in  the  experiment  and  the 
analysis  of  the  results,  write  us  for  a  copy  of  the  6-page  leaflet,  "You 
Can  Teach  "by  Radio" , 

Correction 

Ken  Anderson  advises  that  the  cost  of  double  faced  recordings  at  k-H 
Congress  will  "be  $16:00  instead  of  the  higher  price  quoted  in  last  week's 
letter.    Price  of  the  single  faced  recordings  remains  at  ten  dollars. 

Have  You  Mailed  Questionnaire? 

Net  quite  half  of  the  questionnaires  we  mailed  to  RED's  on  your 
individual  program  set-ups  have  "been  returned.     If  you  have  not  returned 
yours .  we  would  appreciate  receiving  it.    We  hope  to  have  a  report  on 
these  questionnaires  at  the  RED  meeting  in  Chicago. 

Cordially, 

iU-h 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
v  Ass't.  Director  of  Information 

Chief,  Radio  and  Video 

Enclosures : 

Managing  the  Small  Forest 
Distribution  of  U.S    Food,  July  1946 
Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 
Agricultural  Outlook  Charts  1948 
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From  the:  " 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  RADIO  SERVICE 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION  November  28,  19^7 

All -Out  Production  Again  in  '48 

The  suggested  National  production  goals  for  '48  that  USDA  has  referred 
to  the  States  total  pretty  close  to  wartime  goals. 

The  State  wheat  goals  (announced  Oct.  2)  nearly  equal  plantings, 
"but  are  about  h  million  acres  a"bove  the  '47  goals.    Goals  were  cut  in  a  • 
number  of  the  Plains  States,  and  Washington,  but  increased  somewhat  in  the 
Corn  Belt  and  certain  other  sections. 

Two  crops  for  which  suggested  national  goals  were  increased  are  corn. 
and  grain  sorghum.     Corn  increases  have  been  suggested  particularly  in 
Kansas  and  Iowa. . ."but  some  increase  has  been  suggested  in  most  States. 
Important  increases  for  sorghums  include  Texas,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska, 
Kansas,  Colorado,  and  California,  with , some  increases  in  other  States. 

Suggested  goals  for  most  other  items,,  except  tobacco,  continues  at 
about  this  year's  level.     If  planting  conditions  don't  favor  one  particular 
crop,  there's  still  something  that  is  needed  just  as  much  that  might  be 
planted  a  little  later. 

Livestock  goals  will  not  fulfill  meat  demands,  "but  are  as  big  as  toe- 
lived  possible  to  save  grain  needed  for  other  purposes. 


Grain-Saving  Pound -Up 

The  ^-imn  Industry  Program  Committee  on  Farm  Grain  Conservation  lined  up 
a  16 -point  program  this  week  for  cooperating  national  organizations,  which 
include  the  NARFD's.     One  recommendation  was  to  "Work  grain  conservation 
message  into  organization's  radio  programs,  for  'spot'  announcements  and 
possibly  for  a  full  program." 

On  December  k.  the  committee  will  meet  here  with  representatives  of 
FFA,  4-H    Boy  Scouts,  and  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  to  consider  plans  for 
a  nation-wide  rat  control  campaign. 

Meanwhile,  we  might  remind  you  that  insects  take  about  ^,00  million 
"bushels  of  grain  a  year.     If  a  farmer  is  losing  5  percent  of  a  1,000 
"bushel  crop  to  the  insects,  he  can  make  a  sizeable  saving  for  himself .. . 
and  for  hungry  people. . ."by  controlling  the  insects.     Thoroughly  clean  and 
spray  storage  bins  "before  putting  in  new  grain,  and  check  stored  grain 
once  a  month  to  detect  any  insect  damage. 
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Foot -and -Mouth  Program  Changed 

We  sent  you  the  USDA  press  release  on  changes  in  the  foot-and-mouth 
disease  program  in  Mexico. 

Up  to  November  15,  nearly  half  a  million  cattle  had  "been  slaughtered. 
And  rough  estimates  indicated  another  ljr  million  exposed  or  infected.  In 
addition,  about  ^  million  hogs,  sheep,  goats  had  "been  slaughtered. 

USDA  officials  explain  that  such  large-scale  slaughter  in  the  infected 
zone  would  mean  a  terrific  economic  and  social  jolt  to  Mexico.  Among  other 
things,  the  Mexicans  have  not  "been  a"ble  to  replace  work  oxen  with  mules  and 
machinery  as  fast  as  the  oxen  have  "been  slaughtered.-   

The  revised  program  includes: 

Vaccination  --  Provides  pretty  definite  protection  for  a  month  or  so... 
with  effect  wearing  off  in  about  6  months.    Big  problem  in  trying  to  vaccinate 
all  animals.  .  No  vaccine  can  "be  made  in  U.  S.,  "but  supplies  available  in 
Europe . 

Quarantine  --  Thus  far,  quarantine  has  kept  the  disease  within  the 
general  quarantine  limits.    With  reduction  in  slaughtering  activities,  will 
"be  possible  to  assign  more  personnel  and  equipment  to  quarantine. 

Slaughter  --  To  "be  conducted  as  needed.    Will  now  "be  confined  largely 
to  outbreaks  near  or  outside  the  quarantine  line,  and  perhaps  to  small, 
isolated  cases  within  the  infected  zones. 

Dr.  B»  T.  Simms,  chief  of  Bureau  Animal  Industry,  thinks  there  is  a 
good  chance  to  keep  foot-and-mouth  disease  out  of  the  United  States. 

Travel  Schedules 

Ass't.  Secretary  Brannan  will  address  the  Soil  Conservation  Society  of 
America  at  Omaha ,  December  4. . .and  will  "be  in  Denver  December  5-6  at  666 
Elati. 

Dr.  B .  Gaigher,  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  will  be  at  the  Experiment 
Station  at  Ealeigh  December  1-5,  and  at  the  Eegional  Laboratory  at  New 
Orleans,  and  the  Experiment  Station  at  Baton  Rouge  Dec.  18-31.  Interested 
in  processing  agricultural  products.    Excellent  command  of  English. 


Feed  Situation 

In  the  November  Eeed  Situation  Eeport  out  this  week,  BAE  says  the  total 
feed  concentrate  supply  for  1947-48. .. including  feed  grains,  by-product  feeds, 
and  estimated  wheat  and  rye  to  be  fed. . .was  estimated  in    mid -November  at 
139  million  tons.     This  is  14  percent  below  1946-47,  but  a  little  larger 
than  the  1937-41  average.     Carry-over  of  feed  grains  in  1948  probably  will 
be  the  smallest  since  the  years  following  the  droughts  of  1934  and  1936. 


Fertilizer  Outlook  for  '48 
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Fertilizer .supplies  for  '48  are  expected  to  top  the  ail -time  record  In 
,Tif7-^_or  about  double  pre-war. 

-  Nitrogen  supplies  are  expected  to  run  about  k  percent  above  '^7. . .potash 
about  5  percent  above... and  phosphate  about  &  percent.    But  farmers  still 
won't  be  able  to  buy  all  they'd  like  to  have.    Nitrogen  in  particular  will 
be  short.  ..with  potash  -tight ...  .and  phosphate  more  nearly  adequate  to  meet 
demand. 

Many  farmers  can  get  higher  crop  'yields  with  the  fertilizer  they  will 
have  through  more  efficient  use.    For  most  crops,  side  placement  gives  best 
results.    You  might  check  with  county  agents  and  the  Experiment  Station 
folks  for  recommendations  as  to  the  best  rates  and  methods  "of  application 
for  various  crops  under  local  conditions. 

Farm  Incomes  in  Your  Locality? 

In' spite  of  the  increase  in  farm  prices,  .and  incomes,  Dr.  0.  C.  Stine, 
of  EAE,  says  farmers'  net  incomes  per  capita  still  average  considerably  below 
the  net  for  non-farmers;  that's  taking  into  account  differences  in  the  cost 
of  living  on  the  farm  and  in  town. 

And/  although,  farm  folks  are  living  better  than  they  did  in  19^.0,  they're 
still  not  living  .as  well  as  folks  off  the  farm.  •  "  ■'  " 

Another  USBA  economists,  fir.  Carl  C.  Taylor,  adds-  the  observation  that 
"Farmers "must  have  good  incomes  over  a  pretty  long  period  of  time  before 
they  can 'improve  their  schools,  and  churches,  build  hospitals,  secure  enough 
'.doctors  and  dent is.ts,  build  new  houses,  or  even: buy  :hcusehcTd  "equipment 
like  bathtubs,  refrigerators,,  and.  furnaces 0 » '. .  The  relatively  high  incomes 
over  the  last  few  years .. .would  have  to  continue  for  many  years  yet  to 
come  if  the  rural  level  of  living  were  to  equal- the  .urban  level."  '  \. 

You  can  develop  some  good  local  radio  "features  with  economists  and 
sociologists,  Extension  agents,  and  farm  people  around  topics  such  as: 
(a)  How  much  farm  incomes  have  increased  locally,   (b)  how  farm  living  com- 
pares with  that  in  town,   (c)  whether  farm  people  are  able  to  maintain  and 
improve  their  soil,  farm  equipment,  etc.,   (d)  number  of  doctors,  dentists, 
etc.,  per  thousand  farm  people  compared  with  the  ratio  in  other  areas. 

Northwest  Garden  Conference 

RFD's  in  the  Northwest  are  invited  to  a  "Freedom  Garden"  conference 
at  the  Imperial  Hotel  in  Portland,  Oregon  ,  Tec.  5,     Includes  Montana, 
Idaho,  Oregon,  Washington..  Details  from  Oregon  Extension. 

Cotton  Insect  Meet  Dec.  8-9 

Cotton  insect  control  leaders ,  will  get  together.1  at  Columbia,  S.  C, 
Dec.  8-9;.  under  auspices  of  the  National  Cotton  Council,  to  map  out  an 
intensified,  coordinated  campaign  against  cotton  Insects. 
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New  Findings  in  Dairy  Feeding 

As  a  sequel  to  last  week's  round-up  on  dairy  science,  we  give  you  a 
summary  from  the  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry  of  highlights  in  dairy  feeding 
research  this  past  year.  Again,  this  is  intended  as  leads  for  follow-up 
with  Experiment  Station  and  Extension  dairy  specialists,  and  dairymen. 

Grain  Feeding  --  Uniform  rate  of  grain  feeding  produces  as  much  milk 
as  varying  the  rate  according  to  stage  of  lactation.  But  season,  of  fresh- 
ening and  extent  of  grazing  period  in  relation  to  stage  of  lactation- might 
have  a  hearing  on  system  to  follow. 

How  Much  Protein?  --In  305-cLay  test,  cows  on  low-protein  ration  averaged 
3^5  lbs.  butterf at.  , . cows  on  medium-protein  ration  averaged  335*. .and  those 
on  high-protein  326.     If  cows  produce  as  well  in  later  lactations  as-' did  in 
first,  suggests  that  farmers  with  ordinary  home-grown  grains  (corn,  oats, 
■barley)  and  good  legume  hay  need  not  "buy  protein  concentrates.    In  other 
words,  cows  produce  well  on  less  protein  than  ordinarily  recommended. 

What  About  Thyroprotein?  --  Much  more  must  be  known  about  effect  of 
drug  on  health  of  cow,  and  on  econcmy  of  milk  production,  throughout  life- 
time of  the  cow,  before  thyroprotein  feeding  can  be  recommended  as  a  gen- 
eral practice. 

Alfalfa  Silage  --  From  experiments  with  three  cuttings  (2  in  19^-5  ancL 
1  in  '46) ,  putting  alfalfa  up  as  silage  resulted  in  12  percent  more  milk 
per  acre  than  field-curing. . .and  "barn-curing  produced  8  percent  more  than 
field-curing.     The  field-cured  hay  had  not  "been  rained  on. 

Calcium  for  Heifers       When  heifers  get  the  usual  farm  rations,  they 
don't  need  calcium  supplement. .. since  farm-grown  hays  usually  contain  enough 
calcium  for  all  requirements  for  growth,  conception,  and  gestation.  Never- 
theless .  calcium  carbonate  is  a  common  constitutent  of  commercial  grain 
mixtures  sold  for  growing  heifers. 

Vitamin  D  in  Silage  --  Eesults  so  far  indicate  that  wilted  silage  and 
barn-dried  hay  provide  enough  vitamin  D  for  normal  functions  in  growing 
calves  when  fed  the  usual  levels  of  roughage  (that  is,  2  to  3  pounds  of 
hay.  or  equivalent,  per  100  lbs    body  weight).    Further  fundamental  work 
needed. 

Eotation  vs .  Permanent  Pasture        Incomplete  experiments  at  Belts  - 
ville,  Md.,  indicate  better  yields  with  p-year  crop  and  pasture  rotation 
.. .than  with  permanent  pastures, . .and  that  rotation  system  also  provides 
more  grazing  in  later  summer  and  fall,  when  permanent  pastures  often  fur- 
nish little  feed. 


Background  for  Missouri  "Valley  Development 

As  background  for  future  agricultural  development  in  the  Missouri  Valley 
area,  three  agencies  have  taken  stock  of,   "Trends  in  Land  Use  and  Crop 
Production  --  12  Federal  Eeclamaticn  Projects  --  Northern  Great  Plains." 
The  report  sizes  up  trends  and  prospects  for  wheat,  alfalfa,  and  various 
other  crops.. .and  has  lots  of  tables  on  yields,  value  per  acre.    We'll  be 
glad  to  send  you  a  copy. 


USDA  Testimony  on  Food  Situation 

USBA  officials  testified  "before  Congressional  committees  in  the  past 
week  on  the  food  situation. . .with  recommendations  on  what  to  do  about  it. 

Export,  Needs  for  Wheat,  Etc.  --  Secretary  Anderson  told  the  Senate 
Appropriations  Committee  Monday  of  this  week  (Nov.  24)  that  he  thought 
the  U.  S.  can  export  from  400  to  500  million  "bushels  of  wheat ,  depending  on 
carryover  stocks  decided  on  for  July  l...but  he  suggested  delaying  definite 
decision  until  spring.    He  indicated  substantial  amounts  of  rice ,  "beans , 
and  peas-,  fats  and  oils,  certain  dairy  products/,  and  dried  fruits  and 
juices  again  available  for  export, ..hut  less  vegetables  and  meat  than  in 
'4b -47.    To  help  meet  the  export  needs,  he  said  U.  S.  farmers  are  being 
asked  to  continue  all-out  production  again  in  '48. 

The  Secretary  said  the  U.  S.  consumer  will  continue  to.  eat  very  well. 
although  likely  only  I3-I4  percent  better  in  '48  than  pre-war.",  .as  against 
17-18  percent  better  the  past  two  years. 

Encouraging  Foreign  Production  --  Before  the  Congressional  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  "the/ Economic  Report  on  Friday  (Nov.  21),  Secretary  Anderson 
followed  up  on  the  line  of  thought  in  his  New  York  .speech  that  we  enclosed 
last  week.    He  again 'said  that  U.  S.  can' t  carry  world,  food ' relief  load 
indefinitely .. .pointed  to  other  parts  of  world  that  can  boost  production 
to  share  load:    Near  East,  more  rice.., Latin  America,  more  grain,  beans, 
rice,  etc.    He  suggested  that  we  give  technical  know-how ,  make 'procurement 
arrangements,  etc.     to  help  stimulate  this  foreign  production.    See  last 
week's  enclosure.  ...  .  -•     -       ,  ;.;  • 

Allocation  Control's  --  Ass't.  PMA  Administrator  Carl  Farrington  told  the 
Joint: 'Committee  that  the  need  to'  reduce  carry-over  to  meet  export  needs  . . . 
together  with  possibility  of  much  smaller  crop.-. in  k&,  and  continued  big 
export,  demand. . .makes  it  essential  that  authority  be  available  not  only  to 
control  wheat  export . . .but  also  to  limit" inventories    and  direct  use  to 
the  most  essential  channels.    He  said  similar  controls  also  are  likely  to 
be  needed  for  other  important  export  foods :    fats  and  oils ,  rice ,  beans , 
peas . 

Grain  Conservation  --  Secretary  Anderson  outlined  to  the  Joint  Committee 
Friday  (Nov.  21)  action  and  accomplishements  in  saving  grain... said  leg- 
islation proposed  by  President  would  give  formal  Congressional  backing  to 
grain  saving,  with  "modest  funds  to  keep  the  program  functioning  vigorously 
next  spring  and  next  summer  "  - 

Export  and  Allocation  Controls'--'  Secretary  Anderson  told  the  House  Banking 

and  Currency  Committee  on  Wednesday  (Nov.  26)  that  export  controls  might  

be  expected  to  affect  most  wheat  and  rye,  coarse  grains,  rice,  and  ferti- 
lizers... He  said  that  authority  to  allocate  the  use  of  storage  and  trans- 
portation facilities  and  distribution  of  farm  machinery  and  fertilizer  would 
also  be  necessary. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 
State  Services  to  EFD's 

Federal  Extension  and  our  office  are  checking  with  the  State  Extension 
Editors  to  learn  the  types  of  services  they  are  providing  EFD's.     In  addi- 
tion to  a  general  summary  of  what  we  learn,  we  will  write  follow-up  letters 
to  certain  states  to  find  out  how  they  handle  such  things  as  "background 
letters  for  EFD's,  staff  itineraries .. to  EFD's,  meetings  for  EFD's ,  etc. 
Then,  we'll  check  with  the  EFD's  themselves  to  get  their  ideas  ahout  services 
they  like  to  have*    Out  of  all  of  this,  we  hope  to  furnish  some. ideas  to 
those  States  that  are  looking  for.  ways  to  improve  their  EFD  services. 

P,S.    We've  heard  from  30  States  so  far. 

Jorge ns  en  Working  with  FFA  Classes 

Ernie  Jorgensen,  KFPY  in  Spokane,  reports,  "I'm  lining  up  a  regular 
monthly  program  to  work  in  classes  of  FFA  hoys  in  various  parts  of  the 
district."    Eeporting  on  the  first  one,  he  said, ""We  recorded  judging  of 
Hampshire  hogs,  had  high  school  students,  war  vets,  and  dad  farmers  there. 
Then  just  to  have  a  little  fun,  we  recorded  a  sow  feeding  her  "baMes,  with 
the  mother  grunting  in  contented  fashion...  Put  it  on  the  air  the  next  day." 

"Pin  Cushion  Bond" 

Thus  does  our  ex- co-worker,  Al  Bond  of  KIEO  in  Seattle,  characterize 
himself .. .from  his  repose  "in  the  hands  of  Providence .Providence  hospital, 
that  is."    Periodic  penicillin    injections  from  the  "blind  side  for  an- in- 
fection are  the  "basis  for  his  "Pin  cushion"  metaphor.    He  wanted  to  do  ET's 
from  the  hospital  "bed... on  agriculture,  that  is.    But  station  management 
said  nix.    His  letter  is  dated  Nov.  16.    We  hope  he's  out  now.    Best  of 
luck  from  all  of  us,  Al. 

With  Ken  Gapen  (along  with  Joe  Tonkin)  in  Chicago  for  the  EFD  meeting, 
Club  Congress,  and  related  events,  a  substitute  extends-- 
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Pledge  Grain-Saving  Help 

At  the  session  here  yesterday  of -national  organizations  that  work  with 
farmers  (Honer  Martz  subbing  for  Prexy  Beaty  of  RFD's),  the  group  pledged 
cooperation  in  the  program  to  save  grain>..in  particular,  to  help  get  the 
grain-saving  story  direct  to  every  farmer  in  the  United  States.    A  5-man 
executive  committee ,  representative  of  some  k^  groups,  was  set  up  to  gear 
the  industry  program  to  the  efforts  already  "being  made  "by  the  Citizens  Food 
Committee  and  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

You  doubtless  will  "be  hearing  more  about  this  program  through  your 
own  RFD  channels ,  as  well  as  from  us . 

In  general,  the  message  will  "be  much  the  same  as  it  has  "been:  market 
hogs  at  lighter  weights .. .market  cattle  earlier .. .use  more  pasture,., 
kill  rats,  etc.    Your  State  Extension  Service  has  local  recommendations 
for  grain-saving. 


If  poultrymen  make  the  premised  cuts  in  flocks  "between  now  and  the 
first  of  the  year  to  save  grain,  there'll  "bo  a  lot  of  "birds  to  "be  taken 
care  of  "by  direct  consumption,  and  home  freezing  and  canning  .    See  our 
"background  story  on  page  3  . 


On  the  World  Food  Front 

The  Council  of  FAO  (chosen  at  the  Geneva  FAO  session  in  Aug, -Sept.) 
wound  up  its  first  meeting  here  Tuesday  of  this  week,  with  two  major  actions 
"behind  it: 

1.  Working  out  plans  to  take  over  the  food  allocating  activities 
of  the  International  Emergency  Food  Council,  which  voted  to  recommend  to 
the  member  nations  that  its  work  "be  turned  over  to  the  FAO  Council. 

2.  Set  up  a  committee  of  7  members  (Australia,  Cuba,  Egypt,  France, 
India,  Netherlands,  U.  S.)  to  study  long-term  plans  to  step- up  food  pro- 
duction, and  improve  distribution  of  agricultural  products  in  various 
countries . 


Flag! 
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Plenty  of  Good  Dairy  Sires  Available 

Here's  a  thought  for  Improving  dairy  herds  in  your  locality. 

In  setting  up  artificial  "breeding  associations,  dairynen  are  going 
after  sires  from  strains  averaging  400  to  5OC  pounds  of  butterfat  a  year/ 
Which  is  fine  if  they  can  get  such  sires.    But  there's  no  reason  (as  some- 
times happens)  to  forego  an  association  simply  because  such  sires  are  not 
available.     Our  dairy  people  here  in  the  Department  tell  us  that  lots  of 
Dairy  Herd  Improvement  /ssociatiens  around  the  country  have  sires  on  record 
from  strains  that  average  370  to  38O  pounds  of  "butterfat  a  year-    Net  as 
good  as  400-^00,  "but  much  better  than  the  strains  that  many  farmers  now 
have.  \  iw'i^v 

Needless  to  say,  these  artificial  breeding  associations  -  offer  one  of 
the. simplest  plans  ever  brought  forth  for  improving  dairy  herds .  It's' 
one  of  the  few  programs  available' to  the  small  farmer.    A-  s ingle -cow 
dairyman  can  get  in  as:  well  as' 'the  5-0 -cow  owner. 

County  and  State  Extension  workers : can  give  you  the  facts  on  average 
milk. and  butterfat  production  records  for  your  locality.  . .and  information  ?« 
about  records  of  superior  sires  and  available  locally. 

USDA  Honors  ;?0  Employees 

Over  on  the  Washington  Monument  grounds  this  .week,  Secretary  Ander- 
son presented  7  Distinguished  Service  Awards,  4  3  Superior  Service  Awards, 
and.  124  Length -of -Service  Awards  to  Department  employees  -and  units. 

Seme  of  these  folks  are  in  Washington*    A  good  many  are  scattered 
around  the  country  in  various  field  offices. 

Ordinarily,  we  don't  talk  about  Department  pecple  as  individuals... 
only  about  the  work. they  do*.  But  perhaps  this  is  one  time  when  a  combi- 
nation of  the  work  they  do,  along  with  a  little  something  about  them  per- 
sonally, may  be  in  order. 

The  Distinguished  Service  Awards  went  to:    Hugh  Bennett,  chief  cf  SCS. 
Dr.  James  F.  Couch  of  Bur.  Agrl.  &  Industrial  Chemistry  at  Wyndmoor^.  Pa... 
(for  work  on  rutin) .. .Lewis  B.  He It  of  Forest  Service  at  Clearwater  Nat 1 1 . 
Forest,  Idaho  ...(for  heroism) .  .  .William-  A..  Jump,  director  Budget  and  Finance 
.  .  .and.  M.  -L.  Wilson,  Director  of  Federal  Ext&nsd on  Service     We  can't  list 
those  getting  'the'  Superior  Service  Awards,  but  they're  given  in  our  Press 
Release,  2577-^7- 

Highlights  of  Crop  Report-  -'.;'.'.. 

In  this  week's  Crop  Report  corn  dropped  11  million  bushels  from  the 
October  1  estimate,,  which  would  mean  a  crop  one -fourth  below  last  year's 
record  3,288  million  bushels.    But  the-  extended  growing  and  curing  season 
made  a;  significant  improvement  in  quality  and  feeding  value.    In  the  Great 
Plains,  farmers  had  seeded  only  about  75  percent  of  the  intended  wheat 
acreage  by  Nov.  1... because  of  dry  weather.    But  seeding  has  progressed  well 
on  what  now  appears  to  be  an  increased  acreage  in  all  other  important  areas . 


Poultry  Feed-Qrain  Saving 

This  week,  USDA,  the  Citizens  Food  Committee,  farm  denizations,  and 
the  poultry  industry  joined  in  a  new,  intensified  drive  to  save  grain  , 

The  poultry  industry  (in  a  meeting  here  last  week)  pledged  to  cut  the 
number  of  layers  on  farms  from  the  present  level  to  hOO  million  *by  Jan.  lr . , 
or  ^0  million  below  what  had  "been  expected  would  "be  on  hand  Jan.  1,  In 
deciding- upon  this  cut,  poultry  industry  members  recognized  the  possibilities 
of  a  short  winter -wheat  crop...  ..were •  influenced  by  high  feed  costs .and  wanted 
to  help  save  grain 7 

If  poultrymen  sell  off  kO  million  birds  in  addition  to  the  50  million 
normally  sold  the  last  2  months  of  the  year,  these  90  million  birds  moving 
trade  channels  might  crowd  marketing  facilities .  especially  with  the  holiday 
movement  of  turkeys  on  at  the  same-  time.-  .  So.  to  facilitate  marketings,  gov- 
ernment agencies. and  Industry,  groups  are  making  the:  following- moves : 

Eat  Stewers  —  Poultry  is  good  bargain. . .3 A  the  price  of  beef  and  pork 
as  against  normal  1^.    Big  push  to  eat  stewers.-  but  NOT  fryers  and  broilers. 

Freeze  and  Can  at  Home  --This  big  push  on  eating  stewers  •oomes  during 
the.  Holiday  season  when  turkeys  will  .tend  to  dominate  the  dinner  table.  For 
that,  and  other:  reasons ,  may  be  some  difficulty    in  moving  enough  hens  into 
direct  consumption.  ■  So,  will  urge  people- to  can  and  freeze  stewers  now  while 
good,  bargain,  and  save  until  spring,   .and  in  so  doing,  provide  outlet  for 
birds  so  poultrymen  can  cut  flocks  and  save  grain. 

Eggless  Days       Egg  storage  holdings  are  at  record  low.    As  long  as  eggs 
relatively  scarce  and  high-priced,  poultrymen  inclined  to  hold  hens.  So 
"eggless"  program  will  be  continued  to  try  to  help  stabilize  egg  prices . 

USDA  hopes  that  the  foregoing  steps  will  bring  down  poultry  flocks, 
and  save  grain.  However,  the  poultry  industry  asked  for  a  kind-  of  "stop 
loss"  program. . .namely,  the  purchase,  plan  USDA  announced  Monday  (Nov.  10). 
For  the  3  weeks  following  Oct.  5,  marketings  of  fowl  fell. off..  The  pur- 
chase program  is  designed  to  give  packers  assurance  to- buy  poultry,  pre- 
vent market  breaks,  and  in  general  encourage  poultrymen  to  cull  now. 

To.,  keep  flocks  .from  being  built  back  up  again  prematurely,  the  poultry 
industry  has -pledged  for  

Broiler  chicks  ---to  reduce  number  started  between  Nov.  1  and  Jan.  30 
l/3  below  number  started  in  same  period  a  year  ago.   

All  ; chicks  --  to  reduce  number  started  between  Feb,  1  and  June  30 
by  7  percent.   

Handling  Your  Big-Game  Kill. 

Bill  Borgoffen  of  Forest  Service .. .with  masterly,  flattery  of  your 
marksmanship , sends  alung  to  you  this -week  a  personal  copy 'Of '""Handling 
Ycur  Big-Game  Kill",  which  soeiis  to  concern  mainly  deer,  elk,  and  moose. 


.  If  _ 

Land  Grant  College  Meeting 

The  Association  of  Land  Grant  Colleges  and  Universities  met  in  annual 
session  this  week  here  in  Washington  and  elected  Dr.  Janes  L.  Morrill,  presi- 
dent of  the  University  of  Minnesota  as  president  for  the  coining  year.  Eussell 
I.  Thackrey  of  Washington,  D.  C.  continues  as  executive  secretary. 

Although  the  general  theme  of  the  meetings-  placed  greater  emphasis  on 
education  in  the  social  sciences ,  the  agricultural  group  devoted  much  of  its 
time  to  the  topic  of  long  range  agricultural  policy  for  America. 

Four  hundred  eighty-five  registered  delegates  and  seventy-five  visitors 
representing  most  of  the  fifty-three  educational  institutions  in  the  assoc- 
iation attended  the  three  day  conference . 

Dr.  Morrill,  the  association's  new  president  succeeds  Penn  State's  pres- 
ident Dr.  Ralph  Hetz-el    who  died  last  month.    Dr.  Morrill  has  "been  a  member 
of  the  executive  committee  and  was  formerly  president  of  the  University  of 
Wyoming,  and  vice-president  of  Ohio  State  University,  his  alma  mater. 

Dean  Thomas  Cooper  of  the  University  of  Kentucky,  who  presided  over  this 
year's  meetings ,  was  chosen  to  remain  for  another  year  as  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee  .    Others  on  this  committee  arc:    A.  L.  Strand,  president 
of  Oregon  State  College;  E .,  F.  Poole,  president  of  Clems cn;  F.  A.  Middlehush, 
president,  University  of  Missouri;  C.  B,  Hutchison,  vice-president,  Univer- 
sity of  California;  Minnie  Price,  state  home  demonstration  leader,  Ohio  State 
University;  Ben  Euwema, .cfcean,  School  of  Liberal  Arts,  Penn  State;  and  J. 
Lampe^  dean  of  Engineering,  North  Carolina  State. 

USDA  Official  Travel 

Atlanta  --  Nov.  23-25  --  Wilson  Buio,  Dir.  Labor  Branch,  PMA,  to  attend  West 
Indian  Agricultural  Workers  meeting, 

Charleston,  S.  C    --  Nov.  20-23  —  Mr    Buio.-    (See  aheve) 

Chicago  --  Nov.  17-18  --  Hugh  Bennett  -  Hotel  Sherman;   Dec.  2  -  E.  A. 

Meyer,  Admin.  Eesearch  and  Mrkt ,  Act,  at  Agricultural  Editors  Meeting; 
---Nov.  27-28  --  W.  V.   Lambert.  Admin,  of  Agrl«  Eesearch  Administration,  and 
USDA  livestock  specialists  at  meeting  of  Society  of  Animal  Production. 

Cincinnati  --  Nov.  17  -  B.:T.  Shaw,  Ass't.  Admin.  Agrl.  Eesearch  Admin.,  at 
American  Society  of  Agronomy  meeting. 

New  York  --  Nov,  18  --  Dr.  Hazel  Stiebeling,  Chief,- Bur.  Home  Ec.  and  Human 
Nutriticn;  Millhank  Memorial  Fund. 

St.  Louis  --  Nov.  18  --  W.  C.  Crowe,  Dir.  Mrkt    Facilities  in  PMA,  to  meet 
with  city  officials,  warehousemen,  etc.  •  —  ■  - 

Stillwater  --  Nov..  2h  --  Gus  F.  Geissler,  Mrg.  Fed.  Crop  Ins.,  for  meeting 
cn  crop  insurance  in  PMA  office* 

Philadelphia  --  Nov.  28  --  E.  A,  Meyer,  Admin.  Eesearch  &  Mrkt.  Act  ,  at 
Eastern  Eesearch  Laboratory. 


Publications  of  Current  Interest 

"The  Small  Rural  Industry  -  A  Study  of  the  Possibility  of  Making  Insula 
ting  Board  from  Straw". . .tells  of  a  process  carried  through  the  pilot  plant 
stage. . .gives  possibilities  and  limitations.    (Circular  No.  762) 

"Handling  and  Storing  Soft  Corn  on  the  Farm"  --  was  brought  out  a  coupl 
of  years  ago  but  timely  now. 

"When  Drought  Ee turns  to  the  Great  Plains"  --a  recent  (not  new)  bullet 
timely  now  because  of  dry  conditions  in  the  Plains  country. 

"Report  of  the  Philippine -United  States  Agricultural  Mission"  charts 
future  agricultural  development  for  the  Philippines.     (I.A.C.  Series  No.  3) 

"Equipment  Developed  for  Spraying  Insecticides  from  Aircraft"  Re- 
search Achievement  Sheet  No.  84. 


Foreign  Visitor 

Dr.  Olof  Tedin,  Head  Department  Plant  Breeding  Station,- . Svalof ,  Sweden 
will .  vis  it;  .State  agricultural  experiment  stations  at:  Raleigh,  N.  C-,  Nov. 
17-18;  Lexington,  Ky.  ,  Nov.  20-21;  .  Ames,  .Iowa.  Nov* . 24-25;  St..,  Paul,  Minn,, 
Nov.  26 -Dec...  1;  Madison,  Wise-.,  Dec.  3-4;  Ithaca,  New  York,  Dec-.  11-12. 

Tips -on  Rural  Church  Activities 

Out  of  the  National  Covocation  of  the  Church  in' Town  and  Country.. .at 
Rochester,.  N.T.,,  last  week  (Nov.  3 -6)... came  discussion  that  may  offer  leads 
for  some  local  features  '#  .•; 

•  -  -  In  these  annual,  meetings  sponsored  by  .•  the  Federal  Council-  of  Churches, 
the  church. and  agricultural  extension  people'  have  been  stressing  things  that 
rural  churches  can  do  to  help  improve 'life  in  the  country.    Their  recom- 
mendations range  all  the  way  from  getting  behind  soil-  conservation  (churches 
go  down  as  the  soil  goes  down) . . .to  better  fit  rural  ministers  to  counsel 
on'  family-- problems .  ,  This  year's  conference  stressed  in  particular  (a) 
closer  working  relationships  between  county  Extension  workers  and  rural 
churches,   (b)  greater  cooperation  at  the  county  or  local  level  of  churches 
and  other  agencies  dealing  with  community-wide  matters. 

Local  ministers,  county  Extension  agents .  and  rural  sociologists  at  the 
State  College  may  be  able  to  give  you  stories  on  what  progressive  rural 
churches  in  your  locality  arc  doing,  and  what  churches  could  do. 

Carving  Turkeys  by  Telecast 

Ken  Gapen  and  some  of  cur  USDA  poultry  specialists  are  preening  for 
a  telecast  of  turkey  buying  and  carving  over  NBC's  television  network  here 
in  the  East.     Time:     9:00  p.m.  EST,  November  23,  1947.    They're  hoping  a 
broadbroasted  bronze,  and  a  Beltsville  Small  White  will  strut  under  the 
lights . 
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AMONG  OURSELVES   

Old  Home  Week. .  .Here 

It  was  a  little  like  "Old  Home  Week"  here  this  week. . .or  as  one  KFD  said, 
"perhaps  a  pre-BFD  Convention  caucus . " 

Bill  Drips ,  agricultural  director  of  NBC,  dropped  in  from  Chicago ,  look- 
ing after  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  programs,  taking  inr  some  of  the.  Land 
Grant  College  and  Sigma  Delta  Chi  sessions.    And  he  mentioned  that  his  new 
assistant  Paul  Visser,  recently  KFD  at  WBZ  Boston,  is  already  "behind  the  desk 
in  Chicago.    With  Bill. here  was  Jerry  Seaman,  who  handles  the  Farm  and  Home 
Hour  account  for  the  Bert  Gittins  agency. 

Then,  in  came  Homer  Martz ,  KFD  at  KDKA  Pittsburgh  and  secretary- treasurer 
of  NARFD.    Homer  sat  in  for  NARFD  Prexy  Layne  Beaty  with  Secretary  Anderson, 
Mr.  Luckman  and  others  at  the  grain-saving  meeting  here  yesterday. , .and 
also  attended  the  session  of  the  National  Association  of  Radio  News  Directors 
here  in  Washington.    He  went  with  the  news  Directors  to  call  on  President 
Truman.    . 

And  Phil  Alampi ,  KFD  with  WJZ  New  York. ..also  sitting  in  on  the  grain- 
saving  meeting.    And  doing  some  hut ton -holing  of  USDA  and  Citizens  Food  Com- 
mittee officials  to  try  to  stir  up  concerted  regional,  or  national,  action 
on  rat  control.    Incidentally-,  Phil  was  pleased  over  plans  to  step  up  his 
farm  program  from  1^  minutes  to  30  minutes,  beginning  January  5.    And,  in 
the  process,  a  time  change,  with  his  show  starting  at  6:00  instead  of  5:^5- 
Time  change  a  result  of  farm  group  pressure,  he.  says, plus  management  recog- 
nition of  value  of  program. 

And  then  a  visit  from  former  USDA  radio  chief,  John  Baker,  now  program 
director  for  WIS  in  Chicago,  who  also  was  in  for  the  huddle  of  the  Radio 
News  Directors.     John  bore  word  of  an  addition  to  WLS  staff  the  middle  of 
this  month. .  .namely,  Carl  Collin,  KFD  at  WKZO,  Kalamazoo.    Carl's  addition 
to  the  staff  coincides  with  plans  for  some  new  farm  programming. 

-    -  Cordially, 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass't.  Director  of  Information 

Chief,  Radio  and  Video 

Enclosures : 

Handling  Your  Big -Game  Kill 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE        November  21,  19^7  RAOIO  SERVICE 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

Spreading  Bisk  of  World  Recovery  . 

In  a  talk  last  night  in  New  York,  Secretary  Anderson  said  that  "both 
for  our  own  good.  ..and  that  of  the  rest  of  the  world.,  .the  responsibility 
of  world  recovery  should  he  spread  much  more  widely  among  other  nations 
than  at  present.    He  discussed  legislation  that  the  President  has  requested 
to  enable  USDA  to  take  steps  to  encourage  food  production  in  foreign  coun- 
tries .    And  cited  our  successful  cooperation  with  the  Philippine .Govern- 
ment in  -reviving  copra  production  and  exports.    We  had  a  copy  of  the  Sec- 
retary's',talk  mailed  direct  to  you. 

ACF  Committee  Elections 

Farmers  in  all  counties  have  been,  or  will.be,  electing  their  ACP 
committeemen.  ...first  the  community  committeemen,  who  in -turn  will  go  to 
county  conventions  to  elect  county  committeemen.    All  farmers  who  took 
part  _.in  the  .'^7  Agricultural  Conservation  Program,  the  Sugar  Program,  or 
who  have  Federal  Crop  Insurance  policies,  are  eligible  to  vote. 

EFD's  can  help  "get  out  the  vote"  in  the  community  elections. 


Grain  Saving  Campaign -Moves  Ahead 

•     As  we  go  to  press,  details  are  being  worked  out  as  to  who  will  do  what 
in  the  light  of  the  reported  change  in  the  status  of  the  Citizens  Food  Com- 
mittee to  an  Advisory  committee.    Meanwhile,  USDA  officials  point,  out  that  the 
general  move  to  save  grain  is  going  ahead  unabated  .  1  Farmers  will  need  to 
8€ive  grain  at  least  up  until  next  harvest  .    The  steps  they  are  "being  asked 
to  take  are  good  business  any  time.,  .with  a  special  importance  right  now. 

On  Monday,  the  ^-man  executive  committee .., representing  some  4  5  na- 
tional organizations-  that  met  here  on  grain  saving  last  week. . .will  meet 
here  again.    They  have  taken. much  interest  in  the  grain-saving  job.,  and 
will  discuss  various  things  that  member  organizations  might  do.     (You  re- 
call, RFD  Secretary-Tieasurer,  Homer  Martz  of  KDKA,  Pittsburgh  .  and  Phil 
Alampi  of  WJZ,  New  York... sat  in  on  last  week's  meeting.) 

One  important  step  to  save  grain  is  to  kill  the  rats.    We're  enclosing 
the  new  fact  sheet  on  rat  control. 


Saving  Grain  in  Heifer  Feeding 


With  everybody  looking  for  ways  to  save  grain  for  hungry  Europeans, 
the  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry  comes  up  with  a  plan  to  save  large  amounts  of 
grain. . .as  well  as  expense  to  the  dairyman* in  raising  dairy  heifers. 

In  experiments,  the  Bureau  raised  heifers  successfully  on  roughage  alone 
after  they  were  about  10  months  old.    The  usual  feeding  schedule  in  the 
Bureau's  herd  at  Beltsville  required  about  2,150  pounds  of  grain  for  Hol- 
steins#..and  a  little  less  for  Jerseys ♦  . .from  calfhood  to  2  years  old. 
Now,  however,  the  Bureau  is  raising  heifers  successfully  on  less  than  half 
that  much  grain. . ."by  feeding  good  quality  roughage  at  all  times,  and  no 
grain  after  the  heifers  are  10  months  old.    In  other  words,  the  Bureau  saves 
about  half  a  ton  of  grain  on  each  heifer. 

Your  local  dairymen  and  State  dairy  specialists  may  have  some  comments 
on  this  feeding  plan. 


For  the  Historically  Inclined 

T.  Swann  Harding  of  the  Office  of  Information,  who  has  come  to  be  USDA 
historian  among  other  things,  is  out  with  a  revision  of  "Biographies  of 
Persons  in  Charge  of  Federal  Agricultural  Work,  1836  to  Date."    Also,  with 
an  abridged  chronology  of  USDA's  part  in  the  war.    We  have  copies. 


Research  and  Marketing  Committees  Meet 

The  Research  and  Marketing  Administration  is  in  the  midst  of  a  second 
round  of  meetings  with  its  advisory  committees.    They're  reviewing  what's 
been  done  this  year,  passing  on  projects  for  19^8-49,  &nd  hearing  about 
other  related  research.    The  scheduled  meetings  yet  to  come  up  are: 

For  November  --  Seeds,  24-25.    And  for  December       cold  storage,  1-2; 
citrus,  3-4;  wool ,  4-5;  dry  beans  and  peas ,  8-9;  sugar ,  9-10;  livestock, 
11-12;  rice,  15-16;  potatoes,  16-17;  soybean  and  flaxseed,  18-19. 

If  members  of  any  of  these  committees  are  in  your  locality,  you  prob- 
ably can  get  a  good  story  from  them  after  they  return  from  the  advisory 
committee  meetings    here.    In  June,  we  sent  you  a  list  of  committee  members. 

Reference  on  Research  and  Marketing  Projects 

Kamp  Charles  (now  on  Research  and  Marketing  Act  information)  has 
gotten  up  a  handy  reference  of  titles  of  projects  approved  so  far  under 
the  Research  and  Marketing  Act  of  1946.    See  enclosure. 

Foreign  Visitor 

Dr.  Jose  J»  Bohorquez,  veterinarian  of  Colombian  Stock  Raising  Department 
of  Bogota,  Colombia:    U.  of  Ky.  at  Lexington,  Nov.  17-Dec.  12;  Iowa  State  at 
Ames,  Dec.  15-Jan.  30;  Michigan  State  at  East  Lansing,  Feb.  2-Apr.  30;  Cor- 
nell at  Ithaca,  May  3 -July  30.    Fair  command  of  English 


Progress  Against  Foot -And -Mouth 


Below  the  Border ,  the  United  States  (with  it's  about  500  technical 
workers )... and  Mexico  (with  well  over  300) ...  . are  carrying'  on  an  all-out  drive 
to  stamp  out  foot-and-mouth  disease.    Up  to  October 25,  they  had  slaughtered 
more  than  a  third  of  a  million  infected  or  exposed  cattle  (average  indem- 
nity $49.89) .and  nearly  a  quarter  million  hogs,  sheep,  goats  (average 
indemnity  $4.67).  * 

Meanwhile,  Mexican  and  U.  S.-  agencies  are  working  to  prevent  spread 
of  the  disease.    The  Mexican  Government  has  slapped  on  restrictions  to  keep 
hunters  from  other  States  coming  into  the  infected  States  to  hunt  dear  or 
wild  pigs.    And  about  300  men  intimately  familiar  with  the  area  are  patroll- 
ing the  entire  Mexican-U.Si  border  to  prevent  illegal  entry  of  animals  or 
products  into  this  country.     Our  authorities  say  that  a *recent  study  of  the 
border  situation  again  indicated  the  desirability  of  more  fencing  a^ong  the 
border  to  help  keep  stray  and  wild  animals  out  of  this  country,  and  to  help 
enforce  the  border  quarantine;  this  fence  also  whould  help  keep  out  cattle 
infested  with  fever  ticks. 

Mexican  State  committees,'  and  community  organizations,-  are  stepping 
up  their  information  campaign  to  counteract  the  opposition  of  political 
extremists,  and  encourage  public  cooperation.    But  there  are  still  problems. 
The  Mexican  Army  lacks  necessary  motorized  equipment  to  move  its  troops 
quickly  in  many  localities.-  • 

We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  latest  datailed  progress  report 
on  the  foot-and-mouth  campaign  if  you.  write  us.  £ 


SOS  From  Your  Mail  Man 

Postoffice  Department  forecasts  the  heaviest  Christmas  mail  on  record, 
and  asks  your  help  in  priming  farm  people  on  how  to  be  sure  of  good  service. 
These  -are  their  suggestions: 

1     Buy  Stamps  by  December  1  (especially  when- buying  from  rural  carriers). 

2,    Mail  cards  for  local  delivery  by  December  15.  . 

3      For  prompt  service,  send  cards  either  first  class,  or  take  advan- 
tage of  the  new  5  cent  air  mail  service. 

k.    Use  zone  numbers        these  have  been  of  great  help  in  speeding  up 
delivery.  »  - 

5.    Write  all  addresses  legibly. 

6     Wrap  parcels  carefully..  :  , 

7-    Register  or  insure  valuable  packages. 


Happenings  in  Dairy  Science 


From  our  Bureau  of  Dairy  Indus try ,  we  get  this  round-up  of  research 
and  other  activities  in  dairying. .. that  may  offer  leads  for  stories  from 
local  Experiment  Station  and  Extension  dairy  specialists,  as  well  as  dairy- 
men: 

Dairy  Herd  Improvement  Associations  --  Number  of  Associations  in- 
creasing, with  1,426  at  "beginning  of  19^7- •••  Average  for  all  cows  in 

associations  in  l$k6  was  8,635  l"bs .  milk  and  3^9  l"bs.  "butterfat  highest 

in  association  history.    In  '46,  400-lb.  cows  returned  $227  above  feed 
costs,  compared  with  $83  for  200 -lb.  cows. 

Cooperative  Breeding  Associations  --At  "beginning  of.  '47,  there  were 

608  artificial -"breeding  associations  with  140  571  herds and  1,125,040 

cows,.   Average  of  1  "bull  for  775  cows.  \';  . 

Proved.  Sire  Breeding  --  In  Jersey  herd  at  National  Agricultural 
Research  Center  at  Beltsville,  have  used  proved  sires  since  1920... with 
only  daughters  of  these  sires  added  to  herd.     In  first  half  of  experiment 
only  1/3  of  cows  700  lbs  or  more  of  "butterfat .. .while  now  nearly  three - 
fourths  are  above  700-lb.  level.  " 

In  Holstein  herd  at  Beltsville,  proved  sire  "breeding  has  raised  pro- 
duction from  18,936  lbs.  of  milk  and  672  lbs.  of  butterfat  in  1926...to 
22,^13  lbs  of  milk,  and  874  lbs,  of  butterfat. 

Sons  of  Proved  Sires  --  when  proved  sires  not  available,  dairymen 
ganuse  sons  of  proved  sires  /   By  Using  sons  of  improved  sires  from  Belts- 
ville herd,  James  McGee  of  Fredericksburg,  Va. ,  has  boosted  average  butter- 
fat production  from  242  lbs.  in  1926... to  at  least  400  lbs.,  in  last  10 
years .   - 

Crossbred  Cows  --  At  Beltsville,  crossbred  cows  produced  80  percent 
as  much  butterfat  in;  twelfth  30-day  period  after  lactation,  as  did  in 
second  (cr  maximum)  30-day  period.    This  persistency  is  important  character 
istic  for  high  production. 

Brahman -Jersey  Crosses  --  In  fall  of  '46,  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry 
started  project  to  try  to  breed  dairy  cattle  with  greater  heat  tolerance 
for  South,    Vill  study  effect  of  crossbreeding  on  heat  tolerance  milk 
production,  and  general  welfare  of  animals. 

Penicillin  Against  Mastitis  --  Penicillin  appears  as  effective  as 
sulfa  drugs .is -easier  to  prepare  and  use.  . .and  has  given  no  unfavorable 
results.    Should  be  used  along  with  good  management  methods. 

Water-Dispersible  DDT  Controls  Flies'  --  Water -dispersible  DDT* appears 
just  as  effective  as  oil  emulsion .. .and  is  cheaper  and  much  easier  to  mix., 
with  no  irritating  effect  on  cattle.    Preliminary,  inconclusive  experiments 
suggest  0.25  percent  solution  as  effective  as.  2^  percent.  . 
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Make  New  Farm  Labor  Contacts 

RFD's  will  need  to  make  new  contacts  and  tap  new  sources  of  information 
about-,  farm  labor. .  .with  the  folding  up  of  the  USDA-State  Extension  wartime  farn 
labor  program  December  31  •    Labor^' Department's  Employment  Service  will 
resume  its  pre -19^3  farm  labor  placement  service .but  other  than  that,  the 
program  is,  being  discontinued. .  So  beginning  the'  first  of  the  year,  farmers 
seeking  help. . .and  workers  looking  for  farm  jobs. ..will  go  to  the  State 
Employment  Service  officies. 

With  the  end  of  USDA's  farm  labor  program,  December  31,  Congress  has 
provided  for  a  30-day  period  for  liquidation.    Meanwhile,  State  farm  labor 
staffs. are  returning  to  college,  or  returning  to  old  jobs-  or  finding  new 
ones... a  few;  we  are  told,  having  found  RFD  jobs. 

And  veteran  farm  labor  information  man  Hugh  Eames^  of  Federal  Extension 
here. ..who  has  been  a  live-wire  contact  for  us,  and  many  of  you,  too,  on 
farm  labor,  these  hectic  emergency  years .. .seems  to  be  about  ready  to  "start 
looking",  too. 

Potatoes 

There  ,'s  been  lots  of  interest  in  spuds  since  the  walloping  surplus  of 
19^6.  Department  potato  specialists  feel  that  19^7  crop  potatoes  are  over 
the  hump  now.  What  purchases  are  being  made  are  small  and  bolstering  only 
scattered  local  soggy  spots  in  the  market.  Current  activity  is  confined  r 
pretty  generally  to  the  northeast. 

The  Department  -has  just  put  together  a.  background  statement  on  the 
potato  picture.    We'll  send  you  a  copy -if  you  like. 

USDA  Official  Travel 

Under  Secretary  Dodd  --  Eastern  Wheat  League,  Baker  Hotel  -  Baker,  Oregon, 

December  5-8. 

Chief,  H.  H.  Bennett,  SCS  -  Lafayette^-  La.  /.  Nov.  2k;  Ft.  Worth  27th;.  El  Paso 
..     ..      .  Dec.  2-3;  St.  Paul,,  Dec*  9-     Contact  SCS  in  each  city. 

Chief  0.  .  E  ♦  Reed',  Dairy  -  American  Society  of  Animal' Production,  Sherman  Hotel, 

Chicago,  Nov.  28-29. 

Chief  0.  V.  Wells,  BAE  -  Annual  Ext.  Conference,  Columbus,  Ohio,  Dec.  11-12. 

Admin.  Claude <R.  Wickard,  PEA  -  Greenville,  Ohio,  Nov.  2k;  Natl.  Rural  Elec. 

•  i -..    .-Coop,  at  Columbia,  S.  C  ,  Columbia  Hotel,  Dec.  5-6; 

and  at  Jackson,  Miss . ^Heidelberg  Hotel,  Dec.  8-9. 

Dir.^M.  L.  Wilson,  "Extension  -  Ithaca,  N.Y.  ,  Nov.  24-25;  Club  Congress  in 

-.  . "    •  Chicago ,  Nov.  30. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 


k-E  Congress  Notes 

Indications  are  thelre  will  "be  about  half  a  dozen  tape  recorders  and 
as  many  wire  recorders  "brought  "by  RFD's  to  cover  events  at  4-H  Congress 
and  the  International'  Livestock  show  this  year.    As  in  previous  years,  some 
sharing  of  this . equipment  among  the  "broadcasters  will  greatly  increase  the 
tape  and  wire  coverage » 

CBS  Documentary 

Don  Lerch  and  Mary  Burnham  advise  that  Thursday  evening  November  27 
from  10;30  to  11; 00  EST  is  the  time  set  for  the  CBS  farm  documentary 
"Tomorrow's. Harvest".     Show  will  he  a  New  York  production. 

Doings  in  the  States 


Writes  George  Bound,  Nebraska  Extension  Editor,  "We  may  not  "be  on  the 
banks  of  that  famous  creek  at  Rutgers .. .but  nevertheless  we  held  a  most 
successful  "open  house"  here  on  the  campus  (October  29)  for  the  farm  press 
and  farm  radio  directors  in  this  area.    About  25  to  30  turned  out  on  a 
short  10-day  notice."    (Editor's  Note:    I  take  it  the  allusion  to  Rutgers 
has  to  do  with  George's  illustrious  compatriot  Sam  Reek's  open  houses  at 
the  New  Jersey  institution.) 

And  D.  A.   (Andy)  Adam,  Texas  Radio  Extension  Editor,  reports  a  highly 
successful  2-day  radio  clinic  at  College  Station  for  staff  members,  with 
peak  attendance  of  ^.     On  the  radio  teaching  staff... with  fitting  pro- 
fessorial mien... were  RFD  Prexy  Layne  Beaty  of  WBAP,  Fort  Worth;  RED  Murray 
Cox  of  WFAA,  Dallas;  and  RED  Bill  Shomette,  of  W0AI,  San  Antonio. 


Out  of  TV's  Past 

As  radio -TV  history  was  made  this  week  with  the  first  televising  of  the 
opening  of  Congress,     C.  A.  Hemdon  of  our  staff  produces  an  article  he 
wrote  for  the- August,  1925,  "Popular  Radio" .    He- said,  "I  have  just  come 
from  a  shadow-show  in  the  Washington-suburban  home  of  C.  Francis  Jenkins"... 
where  a  motion  picture  film  was  projected  6  miles.    And  he  quoted  inventor 
Jenkins  1  prophecy  of  the  day  when  we  can  sit  at  home  and  watch  the  world 
series  .  ...Presidential  inaugurations,  etc*  - 


Cordially, 

NOV  2  6  IS47       "r  r   ■  t$fr*L  w 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass't.  Director  of  Information 

Chief y  Radio  and  Video* 


Enclosures : 

Project  Title  List  -  Research  and  Marketing 
Save  Grain  by  Destroying  Rats 
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From  the:       ^  ^ 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


November  28.  1947 


RADIO  SERVICE 


All -Gut  Production  Again  in  '48 

The  suggested  National  production  goals  for  '48  that  USDA  has  referred 
to  the  States  total  pretty  close  to  wartime  goals. 

The  State  wheat  goals  (announced  Oct,- 2)  nearly  equal  '47  plantings,, 
"but  are  about  4' million  acres  above  the  '47  goals.     Goals  were  cut  in  a 
number  of  the  Plains  States,  and  Washington,  but  increased  somewhat' in'  the 
Corn  Belt  and  certain  other  sections. 

Two  crops  for  which  suggested  national-  goals  were  increased  are  corn. 
and  grain  sorghum.     Corn  increases  have  been  suggested  particularly ' in 
Kansas  and  Iowa... but  some  increase  has  been  suggested  in  most  States. 
Important  increases  for  sorghums  include  Texas,  South  Dakota.,  Nebraska, 
Kansas,  Colorado,  and  California,  with  s.ome  increases  in  other  States. 

Suggested  goals  for  most  other  items,  except  tobacco,  continues  at 
about  this  year's  level.     If  planting  conditions  don't  favor  one  particular 
crop,  there's  still  something  that  is  needed  just  as.  much  that  might  be 
planted  a  little  later. 

Livestock  goals  will  not  fulfill  meat  demands,  but  are  as  big  as  be- 
lived  possible  to  save  grain  needed  for  ether  purposes.   


Grain-Saving  Bound -Up 

The  Industry  Program  Committee  on  Farm  Grain  Conservation  lined  up 

a  16 -point  program  this  week  for  cooperating  national  organizations,  which 
include  the  NABFD's.     One  recommendation  was  to  "Work  grain  conservation 
message  into  organization's  radio  programs,  for  'spot'  announcements  and 
possibly  for  a  full  program." 

On  December  k.  the  committee  will  meet  here  with  representatives  of 
FFA,  4-H    Boy  Scouts,  and  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  to  consider  plans  for 
a  nation-wide  rat  control  campaign. 

Meanwhile,  we  might  remind  you  that  insects  take  about  300  million 
bushels  of  grain  a  year.     If  a  farmer  is  losing  5  percent  of  a  1,000 
bushel  crop  to  the  insects,  he  can  make  a  sizeable  saving  for  himself. . . 
and  for  hungry  people. . .by  controlling  the  insects.     Thoroughly  clean  and 
spray  storage  bins  before  putting  in  new  grain,  and  check  stored  grain 
once  a  month  to  detect  any  insect  damage. 
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Foot -and -Mouth  Program  Changed 

We  sent  you  the  USDA  press  release  on  changes  in  the  foot-and-mouth 
disease  program  in  Mexico. 

Up  to  November  15,  nearly  half  a 'million  cattle  had  "been  slaughtered. 
And  rough  estimates  indicated  another  lj[  million  exposed  or  infected.  In 
addition,  about  £  million  hogs,  sheep,  goats  had  "been  slaughtered.- 

USDA  officials  explain  that  such  large-scale  slaughter  in  the  infected 
zone  would  mean  a  terrific  economic  and  social  Jolt  to  Mexico.  Among  other 
things,  the  Mexicans  have  not  "been  able  to  replace  work  oxen  with  mules  and 
machinery  as  fast  as  the  oxen  have  "been  slaughtered. 

The  revised  program  includes: 

Vaccination  --  Provides  pretty  definite  protection  for  a  month  or  so... 
with  effect  wearing  off  in  about  6  months.    Big  problem  in  trying  to  vaccinate 
all  animals.    No  vaccine  can  "be  made  in  U.  S.,  "but  supplies  available  in 
Europe . 

Quarantine  --  Thus  far,  quarantine  has  kept  the  disease  within  the 
general  quarantine  limits.    With  reduction  in  slaughtering  activities,  will 
"be  possible  to  assign  more  personnel  and  equipment  to  quarantine. 

Slaughter  --To  "be  conducted  as  needed.    Will  now  he  confined  largely 
to  outbreaks  near  or  outside  the  quarantine  line,  and  perhaps  to  small, 
isolated  cases  within  the  infected  zones. 

Dr.  B*  T.  Simms,  chief  of  Bureau  Animal  Industry,  thinks  there  is  a 
good  chance  to  keep  foot-and-mouth  disease  out  of  the  United  States. 

Travel  Schedules 

Ass't.  Secretary  Brannan  will  address  the  Soil  Conservation  Society  of 
America  at  Omaha,  December  k... and  will  be  in  Denver  December  5-6  a"t  666 
Elati. 

Dr.  B-  Gaigher,  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  will  be  at  the  Experiment 
Station  at  Ealeigh  December  1-5;  &nd  a"t  the  Regional  Laboratory  at  New 
Orleans ,  and  the  Experiment  Station  at  Baton  Rouge  Dec.  18-31.  Interested 
in  processing  agricultural  products.    Excellent  command  of  English.  . 


Eeed  Situation 

In  the  November  Eeed  Situation  Report  out  this  week,  BAE  says  the  total 
feed  concentrate  supply  for  1 9^7-^8 . . -including  feed  grains,  by-product  feeds, 
and  estimated  wheat  and  rye  to  be  fed. . .was  estimated  in.   mid-November  at 
139  million  tons.     This  is  Ik  percent  below  1 946-^7,  but  a  little  larger 
than  the  1937-41  average.     Carry-over  of  feed  grains  in  1948  probably  will 
be' the  smallest  since  the  years  following  the  droughts  of  1934  and  1936. 
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Fertilizer  Outlook  for  '48 

Fertilizer  supplies  for  '48  are  expected  to  top  the  all-time  record  in 
'47- --or  about  double  pre-war. 

Nitrogen  supplies,  are  expected  to  run  about  k  percent  above  '47..  .potash 
about  5  percent  above... and  phosphate  about  6  percent.    But  farmers  still 
won't  "be  able  to  "buy  all  they'd  like  to  have.    Nitrogen  in  particular  will 
"be  short... with  potash  tight. ..and  phosphate  more  nearly  adequate  to  meet 
demand,  " 

Many  farmers  can  get  higher  crop  yields  with  the  fertilizer  they  will 
have  through  more  -efficient  use.  "  For  most  crops ,  side  placement  gives  best 
results.    You  might  check  with  county  agents  and  the  Experiment  Station 
folks  for  recommendations'  as  to  the  "best  rates  and  methods  of  application 
for. various  crops  under  local  conditions. 

Farm'  Incomes  in  Your  Locality? 

In  spite  of  the  increase  in  farm  prices  and  incomes,  Dr.  0.  C.  Stine, 
of  BAE,  says  farmers'  net  incomes  per' capita  still  average  considerably  below 
the  net  for  non-farmers;  that's  taking  into  account  differences  in  the  cost 
of  living  on  the  farm  and  in  town.  ...... 

And,  although  farm  folks' are  living  "better  than  they  did  in  19^0,  they're 
still  net-living  as  well  as  folks  off  the  farm,  >  ••" 

Another  USDA  economists,  Dr.  Carl  C.  Taylor,  adds  the  observation  that 
"Farmers  .must  have  good  incomes  over  a  pretty  long  period  of  time  "before 
they  can  improve  their  schools  and  churches,  build  hospitals,  secure  enough 
doctors  and  dentists,  "build  -new  houses,  or  even  buy-,  household' equipment 
like  "bathtubs,  refrigerators,  and  furnaces...  The  relatively  high  incomes 
over  the  last  few  years. ..would  have  tc  continue  for  many  years  yet  to 
come  if  the  rural  level  of  living  were  to  equal  the  urban  level."  * 

You  can  develop  some  good  local  radio  features  with  economists  and' 
sociologists,  Extension  agents,  and  farm  people  around ■ topics " such  as: 
(a)  How  much  farm  incomes  have  increased  locally,   (b)  how  farm  living  com- 
pares with  that  in  town,   (c)  whether  farm  people  are  able  to  maintain  and 
improve  their  soil,  farm  equipment,  etc.,   (d)  number  of  doctors-,... dentists, 
etc.,  per  thousand  farm  people  compared  with  the  ratio"  in  other  areas. 

Northwest  Garden  Conference  '  -V 

RFD's  in  the  Northwest  are  invited  to  a  "Freedom  Garden"  conference 
at  the  Imperial  Hotel  in  Portland,  Oregon  ,  Dec.  %  Includes  Montana,.. 
Idaho,  Oregon,  Washington.    Details  from -Oregon-Extension. 

Cotton  Insect  Meet  Dec.  8-9 

Cotton  insect  control  leaders  will  get  together  at  Columbia,  S.  C, 
Dec.  8-9,  under  auspices  of  the  National  Cotton  Council,  to  map  out  an 
intensified,  coordinated  campaign  against  cotton  insects. 
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New  Findings  in  Dairy  Feeding 

As  a  sequel  to  last  week's  round-up  on  dairy  science,  we  give  you  a 
summary  from  the  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry  of  highlights  in  dairy  feeding 
research  this  past  year.  Again,  this  is  intended  as  leads  for  follow-up 
with  Experiment  Station  and  Extension  dairy  specialists.,  and  dairymen. 

Grain  Feeding  Uniform  rate  of  grain  feeding  produces  as  much  milk 
as  varying  the  rate  according  to  stage  of  lactation.'  But  season  of  fresh- 
ening and  extent  of  grazing  period  in  relation  to  stage  of  lactation  might 
have  a  hearing  on  system  to  follow. 

How  .Much  Protein?  —  In  305-day  test,  cows  on  low-protein  ration  averaged 
3^5  lhs.  "butterf at.  ..cows  on  medium-protein  ration  averaged  335* • .and  those 
oh  high -protein  326.     If  cows  produce  as  well  in  later  lactations' as  did  in 
first,  suggests  that  farmers  with  ordinary  home-grown  grains  ( corn,  oats , 
"barley)  and  good  legume  hay  need  not  buy  protein  concentrates.    In  other 
words,  cows  produce  well  on  less  protein  than  ordinarily  recommended. 

What  Ah out  Thyroprotein?  --  Much  more  "must  he  known  ah out. effect  of 
drug  on  health  of  cow,  and  on  economy  of  milk  production,  throughout  life- 
time of  the  cow,  before  thyroprotein  feeding  can  be  recommended  as  a  gen- 
eral practice. 

Alfalfa  Silage  --  From  experiments  with  three  cuttings  (2  in  19^5  and 
1  in  '-46) ;  putting  alfalfa  up  as  silage  resulted  in  12  percent  more  milk 
per  acre  than  field-curing. . .and  barn-curing  produced  8  percent  more  than 
field-curing.    The  field-cured  hay  had  not  been  rained  on. 

Calcium  for  Heifers  --  When  heifers  get  the  usual  farm  rations,  they 
don't  need  calcium  supplement. . .since  farm-grown  hays  usually  contain  enough 
calcium  for  all  requirements  for  growth,  conception,  and  gestation.  Never- 
theless, calcium  carbona.te  is  a  common  constituteiit  of  commercial  grain 
mixtures  sold  for  growing,  heifers .   * 

Vitamin  D  in  Silage  --  Results  so  far  indicate  that  wilted  silage  and 
barn-dried  hay  provide  enough  vitamin  D  for  normal  functions  in  growing 
calves  when  fed  the  usual  levels  of.  roughage  (that  is,  2  to  3  pounds  of 
hay.  or  equivalent,  per  100  lbs  .body  weight).    Further  fundamental  work 

needed.  :  .  '  '.'  ;  V- 

Rotation  vs .  Permanent  Pasture  --  Incomplete  experiments  at  Belts - 
ville,  Md.,  indicate  better  yields  with ~ p-year  crop  and  pasture  rotation 
...than  with  permanent  pastures,. -and  that  rotation  system  also  provides 
more  grazing  in  later  summer  and  fall,  when  permanent  pastures  often  fur- 
nish little  feed.    ...  .\._\: 


Background  for  Missouri  Valley  Development 

As  background  for  future  agricultural  development  in  the  Missouri  Valley 
area,  three  agencies  have  taken  stock  of, . "Trends  in  Land  Use  and  Crop 
Production  --  12  Federal  Reclamation  Projects  --  Northern  Great "Plains . " 
The  report  sizes  up  trends  and  prospects  for  wheat,  alfalfa,  and  various 
other  crops  ...  and  has  lots1  of  tables  on  yields,  value  per  acre..   /We'll  be 
glad  to  send  you  a  copy.  •  : 


USDA  Testimony  on  Food  Situation  .  ■  ■ 

USLA  officials  testified  "before  Congressional  committees  in  the  past 
week  on  the  food  situation. . .with  recommendations  on  what  to  do  about  it. 

Export  Needs  for  Wheat,  Etc.   --  Secretary  Anderson  told  the  Senate 
Appropriations  Committee  Monday  of  this  week  (Nov.  24)  that  he  thought 
the  U.  S.  can  export  from  400  to  500  million  bushels  of  wheat,  depending  on 
carryover  stocks  decided  on  for  July  1. . .hut  he  suggested  delaying  definite 
decision  until  spring...    He  indicated  substantial  amounts  of  rice ,  beans  , 
and  peas , 'fats  and  oils,  certain  dairy  products .  and  dried  fruits  and 
juices  again  available  for  export,.. but  less  vegetables  and  meat  than  in 
'46-47.     To  help  meet  the  export  needs,  he  said  U.  S.  farmers  are  being 
asked  to  continue  all-out  production  again  in  '48. 

The  Secretary  said  the  U.  S.  consumer  will  continue  to  eat  very  well. .. 
although  likely  only  I3-I4  percent  better  in  '48  than  pre -war ...  as  against 
17-18  percent  better  the  past  two  years. 

"Encouraging  Foreign  Production  —  Before  the  Congressional  Joint  Com- 
mittee on' the  Economic  Eeport.on  Friday  (Nov.  21),  Secretary  Anderson 
followed  up'  on  the  line  of  thought  in  his  New  York;  speech  that  we  enclosed 
last  week.'  '  He'  again  said  that-  U .  S .  can't  carry  world  food  relief  load 
indefinitely .. .pointed  to  other  parts  of  world  that  can  boost  production 
to  share  load:    Near  East,  more  rice . . 4Latin  America;  more  grain,  beans, 
rice,  etc.    He  suggested  that  we  give  technical  know-how,  make  procurement 
arrangements,  etc.     to  help  stimulate  this  foreign  production.    See  last 
week's  enclosure.  ,  ■ 

Allocation  Controls,  --  Ass.'t.  PMA  Administrator . Carl.  F.arrington  told  the 
Joint  Committee  that  thel  need. to.  reduce. carry-over  to  meet  export  needs. . . 
together  with  possibility  of  much  smaller  crop  in  48,  and-  continued  big 
export -demand. .  .makes  it  essential  that  authority  be  available  not  only  to 
control  wheat  export . . .but  also  to  limit  inventories '  and  direct  use  to 
the  most  essential  channels.    He  said  similar  controls  also  are  likely  to 
be  needed  for  other  important  export  foods:    fats  and  oils ,  rice ,  beans , 
peas .  - 

Grain  Conservation  --  Secretary  Anderson  outlined  to  the  Jcint  Committee 
Friday  (Nov"  21)  action  and  accomplishements  in  saving  grain. said  leg- 
islation proposed  by  President  would  give  formal  Congressional  backing  to 
grain  saving,  with  "modest  funds  to  keep  the  program  functioning  vigorously 
next  spring  and  next  summer  " 

Export  and  Allocation  Controls  --  Secretary  Anderson  told  the  House  Banking 
and  Currency  Committee  on  Wednesday  (Nov.  26)  that  export  controls  might 
be  expected  to  affect  most  wheat  and  rye,  coarse  grains,  rice,  and  ferti- 
lizers... He  said  that  authority  to  allocate  the  use  of  storage  and  trans- 
portation facilities  and  distribution  of  farm  machinery  and  fertilizer  would 
also  be  necessary. 
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AMONG  MISELVES 

State  Services  to  EFD's  ~   

Federal  Extension  and  our  office  are  checking  with  the  State  Extension 
Editors  to  learn  the  types  of  services  they  are  providing  EFD's.     In  addi- 
tion to  a  general  summary  of  what  we  learn,  we  will  write  follow-up  letteSrs 
to  certain  states  to  find  out  how  they  handle  such  tilings  as  "background  1 
letters  for  EFD' s, • staff  itineraries  to  .EFD's,  meetings  for- RFD's,  etc. 
Then,  we'll  check  with  the  EFD's  themselves  to  get  their  ideas  about  services 
they  like  to  have*     Out  of  all  of  this,  we  hope  to  furnish  some  ideas  to 
those  States  that  are  looking  for  ways  to  improve  their  EFD  services . 

P„S.    We've  heard  from  30  States  so  far. 

Jorgensen  Working  with  FFA  Classes 

Ernie  Jcrgensen,  KFPY  in  Spokane,  reports,  "I'm  lining  up  a  regular 
monthly  program  to  work  in  classes  of  FFA  hoys  in  various  parts  of  the 
district."    Eeporting  on  the  first  one,  he  said,  "We  recorded  judging  of 
Hampshire  hogs,  had  high  school  students,  war. vets,  and  dad  farmers  there. 
Then  just  to  have  a  little  fun,  we  recorded  a  sow  feeding  her  babies,  with 
the  mother  grunting  in  contented  fashion...  Put  it  on  the  air  the  next  day." 

"Pin  Cushion  Bond" 

Thus  does  our  ex-co-worker,  Al  Bond  of  KIEO  in  Seattle,  characterize'" 
himself .. .from  his  repose  "in  the  hands  of  Providence .Providence  hospital, 
that  is."    Periodic  penicillin    injections  from  the  "blind  side  for  an  in- 
fection are  the  has is  for  his  "Pin  cushion"  metaphor.    He  wanted  to  do  ET's 
from  the  hospital  "bed... on  agriculture,  that  is.    But  station  management 
said  nix.    His  letter  is  dated  Nov.  16.    We  hope  he's  out  now.    Best  of  • 
luck  from  all  of  us,  Al. 

With  Ken  Gapen  (along  with  Joe  Tonkin)  in  Chicago  for  the  EFD  meeting, 
Club  Congress,  and  related  events,  a  substitute  extends 
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